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Alberta Education’s new funding 
model introduced in 2020

Methodology to provide predictable 
funding to school divisions
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WMA FTE enrolment is used to allocate funding for the Early 
Childhood Services (ECS) to Grade 12 instructional activities

Does not allocate funding for specific students or schools

Base instruction grants = three-year WMA enrolment 



WMA Funding Model

The WMA funding model calculates per-student 
funding using the following formula:

2024-25 Year

School Year Weighted 
Factor

Enrolment Count (FTE)

2022-23 20% Actual – known
2023-24 30% Estimate – Sept. 29, 2023
2024-25 50% Projection – estimated in 

January 2024 for 
September 2024
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Under the old model, funding was based on 
the number of students enrolled at the end 
of September = fully funding each student 
that is in the school at the end of Sept.



Declining Enrolment
This new WMA funding model benefits school divisions with 
declining enrolments, often found in rural areas.

2024-25 Year:

(16,850 × 20%) + (16,700 × 30%) + (16,480× 50%) = 16,620

This school division will get funding for 16,620 students rather 
than 16,480 which is their actual enrolment.

School Year Weighted 
Factor

Enrolment Count (FTE)

2022-23 20% 16,850
2023-24 30% 16,700
2024-25 50% 16,480



Increasing Enrolment
For school divisions with increasing enrolment, the WMA 
model creates a funding shortfall.

2024-25 Year:

(16,480 × 20%) + (16,700 × 30%) + (16,850× 50%) = 16,731

This school division will receive funding for 16,731 students when 
the divisoin actually has 16,850 students, leaving 119 students with 
no funding.

School Year Weighted 
Factor

Enrolment Count (FTE)

2022-23 20% 16,480
2023-24 30% 16,700
2024-25 50% 16,850



Enrolment growth of 4% each year

2024-25 Year:

Actual Students 86,528
     Funded Students 84,224

 Shortfall    2,304*
*Supplemental Enrolment Growth Grant introduced to 
cover some of the shortfall

School Year Weighted 
Factor

Enrolment Count (FTE)

2022-23 20% 80,000
2023-24 30% 83,200
2024-25 50% 86,528
WMA for 2024-25 84,224



Supplemental Enrolment Growth Grant
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Grades 1-9 Base Instruction  $6,563.53
Grades 10-12 Base Instruction  $7,219.88

This is what the basic allocation is – which is significantly higher than the above 
and does not cover other essential grants that are also based on WMA.  Sothe 
Supplemental Growth is not enough.



WMA Effect on EIPS

2024-25 Year:

Overall, enrolment FTE has increased over time, 
but not significantly – to the extent of other 
boards.

School Year Enrolment Count (FTE)
2022-23 16,748.5
2023-24 17,064.5  1.9% increase
2024-25 17,299.5  1.4% increase
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Alberta Education will be reviewing the funding 
formula for 2025-26. 

 If Alberta Education does not increase funding overall 
for Education, then all school divisions with declining, 
static and slight increases will lose.  

 The metros might gain, but again if the basic grant is 
reduced to balance, then they will not gain either

The total funding for Education needs to increase 
so that the basic grant rate does not decrease.  
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